1996 PDC Opening Video

(Note: the Professional Developers Conference is a live event with thousands of developers and programmers attending. The PDC is known for dealing with future trends and this video was the opening of the main event.)

We open on the graphics and set of “Uncle Bob’s Computer Club”.  Uncle Bob is sitting around with 10 or so little kids in the UBCC clubhouse, and he’s telling them a story.  He addresses the camera
Wide shot – group of kids

C/u Uncle Bob

UNCLE BOB:  (to camera) Hey kids! Welcome to Uncle Bob’s Computer Club – glad to see you and don’t worry, I don’t byte.  Get it?  Ok, so listen, the gangs all here and I was just going to read them a really neat story so grab a comfy  spot, relax and listen in.  If you’re tuning in over the net, be sure to refresh your screen once in awhile if I get fuzzy.

Turns attention to kids in studio

UNCLE BOB:  OK, on to our story. Once upon a time there was this big big company and its’ name was Microsoft. A lot of really nice people worked at Microsoft and really smart people. The leader of all these smart people was a guy named Bill Gates. 

Leans towards kids

…’remember that name, kids; remember that name.”

Cut away to kids as Uncle Bob tells story

UNCLE BOB: Well, Mr. Gates was in his office, minding his own business answering some email one day, when his assistant Joan ran into his office and yelled, “Internet! Internet! We gotta get on the internet.”  Mr. Gates listened intently as Joan told her story. Seems she had read a small article in a technical journal about some kind of a web; a worldwide web!

One of the kids screams

UNCLE BOB: No Kelly, not a spider web, a computer web. It’s way different. See, the worldwide web is a complex system of networks and connections that allow computers to be hooked together around the world. No one really knows how it works yet, or to put it more correctly in grown up terms, how to make money off it.

Various shots of Bob and kids
Anyway, back to our story. So after Joan told Mr. Gates all about the internet and the World Wide Web and HTML and VRML and some other neat stuff, Mr. Gates jumped up and yelled, Eureka! We gotta get on the internet.  So he called all his department bosses in and said, “Hey you guys, we gotta get on the internet!”

And so they did.  

Microsoft moved men and women and mountains and made the Microsoft Internet Server into what you all know today.  Able to leap countries at a single bound! Able to crush competition in its bare hands. And who, disguised as an extension of Bill Gates, a mild mannered math, physics and technology guy, fights a never-ending battle for truth, freedom, justice and the American way.  

The End.

Wasn’t that a great story kids?

KIDS:   YEAHHHHHHHHH.    

UNCLE BOB:  Say kids….do you know what time it is now?    It’s time to tune into the ICU – UC.ME camera and see what’s going on at the Microsoft Professional Developers conference out in San Francisco. It’s really cool kids, and Uncle Bob has an exclusive on the content. Let’s take a peek at the geeks…

Graphics…spinning….etc.…etc.….code…web pages…etc..etc.  and fast paced music.

VO:  Thanks, Uncle Bob, and welcome to the Microsoft Professional Developers Conference live from San Francisco. Welcome also to our TV viewers at theaters around the world. We invite you to stick around for the great internet info you’re going to hear today. Please welcome our host, Senior Technical Evangelist for the Microsoft Developer relations group, Ms.Tammy Steele.

MUSIC UP

Dissolve into SF scenes and Tammy on stage.
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