National PTA Event 
Opening Video

First shot is an old schoolhouse with graphics 1886 keyed over.

Open with a head shot of a little kid dressed as kids did in late 1800’s - probably 1st or 2nd grade.  Shot in grainy black and white

KID#1:  I’m Johnny Smith and I’m a kid. I go to school in a one room school house in St. Andrews, Washington.  There are 19 kids total, and we’re all in the same room.  My ma just joined something called the parent teacher association and she comes by and helps out Mrs. Jackson, our teacher, with lunches and school work and helps teach us how to read and write.  Mrs. Jackson likes having ma there.

MORPH to 2nd kid; older, .maybe 6th grade from the 1920’s

KID #2:  My father is helping all my teachers with special projects through the PTA.  Right now he’s helping us learn about these new flying machines and some man named Henry Ford.  It’s really grand.  Father even talks of people someday going to the Moon, of course, my father dreams a lot. Father spends a lot of time at my school and everyone knows him.  It’s fun to have him there. Actually, I wouldn’t mind going to the moon.

MORPH to 3rd kid; 8th-9th grade, from the 1940’s 

KID #3:   Today our teacher Mr. Baker, told us that having our parents involved in our school is a bebop idea.  Parents are helping out all over the school and giving teachers more time to actually teach stuff.  My parents help out as much as they can, but they’re pretty involved in the war effort. But at least we’re all prepared for the worst, and they’ve given us ideas about what to do if we get bombed.  I hope we don’t.

MORPH to 4th kid; early high school, from the 1960’s

KID #4:  I’m kind of tuned in right now. Tuned in to the far out idea of having my mom and dad help out at my school.  I have some sort of learning disability; I can’t think straight, find it really hard to pay attention and I  can’t read very well.  My folks help my teachers understand what works best for me so I can learn like everyone else.  My teacher brings my mom and dad in to help other kids with the same problems.  They talk at the PTA meetings too so everyone can get together to help kids like me learn.  It’s outta sight. Wow, look at that sunset.
MORPH to 5th kid; late high school from the 1990’s

KID #5:  I’m graduating this year.  I hope to go on to law school at Harvard.  As I look back I’m very thankful that my parents got involved with the PTA and really  worked on ideas that made learning easier and better. I have them all to thank for my future which looks bright right now.  The only thing I don’t know now is whether the greenhouse effect is really real. The professors at college probably know for sure.
MORPH to 6th kid; FUTURE, late high school-2001

KID #6:  Greetings to everyone at the 100 year anniversary of the PTA celebration in Washington. I’m speaking to all of you over the Internet MBONE.  I have 130 connections logged on right now, and my server is at half capacity.  If you look over here at the research page on my Internet Explorer, you’ll see that teachers and parents of the PTA are the ones using the Internet most.  Teachers and schools are all networked, kids can email each other around the world, remote education conferences are held over the MBONE, parent/teacher conferences are held live over the Internet, parents can email the principal or teachers directly, and there are more than 50,000 data bases on the net that have virtually every piece of information available in the world on any conceivable subject.   
Sorry…didn’t mean to get ahead of you, technically speaking, but the Internet is a valuable resource just like the PTA is and has been. On behalf of kids everywhere, thanks.  And now let me turn this over to Joan Thompson, the president of the PTA.  It’s all yours, Mrs. T.
Cut to live event
