
Y2K – The Morning After

NEWS MUSIC

GRAPHIC:  The Morning after…..

 See big ball coming down – crowd shots – blaring horns…etc.

Cut to wide shot of New York City Lights go out

Pat Cashman as news anchor

PAT: Happy New Year everybody. And welcome to Morning-After News.  With today being the first day of the new millennium, we wanted to show you some scenes from around the country and take a look at how everyone is adjusting to the year 2000. First up, a look at how it all got started last night in New York City.

REPORTER VO: (crowd sounds) 

New Years Eve began in a fairly traditional way, and as the crystal ball descended in Times Square, people were celebrating the new year and the new millennium with great enthusiasm.

Sound of electricity – intermittent sounds…like a short. City sounds – then silence

PAT: No one is quite sure what happened, but here in the heartland we are on generator power today. From field reporter Dolores Johnson we have this report on how the rest of the country is fairing.

REPORTER VO: Like the domino effect, the events occurring today are quite remarkable.

VO: Traffic in some metropolitan areas continues to be a bit confused. 

Pat’s voice: ‘Outta my way, buddy.’

See fancy cars with hoods up on the side of the road; Edsel drives by.

VO: Other drivers seemed unaffected by the extraordinary phenomenon.

C/U man in Edsel

 MAN: “I told them not to buy those fancy cars.”

VO: Bank patrons experienced cash flow problems. (Cash machine sound)
Cash machine spits out IOU; no money –
VO: Even Cape Canaveral was unable to escape technical difficulties.

(Hear Pat’s countdown voice – at ‘3’ hear the sound of car motor cranking but not starting – then backfire).

Space shuttle on launch pad-

Little poof of smoke at backfire sound.

Pat’s voice – ‘Charlie! Give it some gas!’

VO: But in the nation’s heartland, it was good to see people helping out people. 

Cut to guys in suits lined up outside the barn – we see an Amish couple selling lamps.

C/U Amish man

AMISH GUY: “Please, no pushing and shoving; we have plenty of oil lamps, enough for everyone. However our charge card reader is down so cash only please.” 

VO:  Many in the Southeast reported that even the sun was having a hard time rising this morning.
Sunrise – sun bumps up against something.

 (Sun sound effects – boink boink boink)

VO: One of the more interesting stories is that of the joke x-ray glasses we used to have as kids. People were surprised to discover that as of last night - they really worked!  
See X-ray glasses c/u

See some guy wearing them – people reacting.

(Screams – etc.)

Even the animal kingdom was not exempt from Y2K consequences. (Zebra sound) 

See a Zebra with stripes going sideways.

Secretary talking on tin cans w/string.

VO: Back up communications systems were put into use. 

Pat’s Voice:  ‘Hello, Mr. Lewis please.’

SECRETARY: “One moment please. Mr. Lewis, line 2.” 

VO: And police were called to quell a small riot at a local espresso stand because of a lack of supplies.

STOCK FOOTAGE: Small riot – people running…etc)

PAT VOICE: “Sorry – we’re outta non-fat.”
PAT: Thanks, Dolores. In a related story, there are reports from Las Vegas of people winning all the time. Details later in the broadcast. 

We’ve just received word that an official response to the Y2K crisis is about to be announced.  Let’s now go live to Microsoft for the official announcement.  

REPORTER: Pat, I’m in a conference room here on the Microsoft campus and this room is just electric with anticipation of what’s to come. (reporter turns – then turns back) I think they’re about ready with the announcement – 

Reporter in front of press – hushed tones.

Turns toward press then back

Camera moves forward towards group of press people

C/U flashbulbs

C/U object covered by cloth –

Cloth is removed –

Cut to see professor

Flashbulbs popping

Press guy 1: “A little more to the right – great.”

Press guy 2:“One more please.” 

C/U Professor

PROFESSOR: “Ahem, (pulling the cover off of the gadget) well, the answer to this Y2K problem is really quite simple. See, by combining the laws of physics with pi to the 100th power I’ve been able to re-configure the dimensionality of the surface plane, thereby enabling a chain reaction to alleviate stress on the X force  thus solving the Y2K problem.

(ooohhhss…..awwwweeeesssss…)

Press Guy 1: “Look this way please.”

Press guy 2: “Over here.”

PROFESSOR:  “Thank you – thank you very much.”

(optional line for Russell  to play while he’s saying thank you; “If the skipper could only see me now.” 

FADE
Bob Snyder – Y2K Spoof
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