New Jeans

Ever notice how men are a little strange? Maybe not strange, maybe more like misguided? Misled? Misinformed? Mis-raised? Misinterpreted? Missing in action? 
For instance iIf a man goes out to buy a pair of jeans, more likely than not he'll just buy a pair that is the same size he's growing out of. And trying them on in the store is mostly out of the question. 
There are two reasons this can be justified in a man’s brain. First, if we get the pants home and find they’re too small, it will give us incentive to start an exercise program. Second, we'll try the pants on at home when we get around to it, but it’s shocking how often new jeans are mislabeled with the wrong size (happens all the time). 
The underlying truth is this: no man in his right mind wants to actually take the time to try on pants in the store. And no man will knowingly return his purchase for a refund at the store. (It's in the man-code somewhere, look it up). 
When we are faced with this dilemma a man really has but two choices and two choices only.
Our first choice is to try to bribe our wife or mom into returning the wrongly labeled pants to the store because if our memory serves us, at some time in our growing up, we got the impression that women like to take things back to the store. Right or wrong, that’s the impression and the subliminal training we received.

Our second option is to put the pants back in the bag, and put the bag in the coat closet until a certain amount of time passes and we then can put them out for the Goodwill. 
Side note for women; say you bought 3 pair of pants and got them home and then decided they weren’t the right style or color or something. You ask the man in your life if he would be a doll and return them to the store for you. Please know that for most men, the chances that we would really do that are approximately 1 in 250,000,000. And if somehow you coerced us into taking them back just know that we’re going to be pretty quiet for a long time. We don’t take forced embarrassment easily.
Side note for men: you should know that it’s different for men and women. While we cringe at trying things on at the store we understand the logic behind it; doesn’t fit=don’t buy it.  For many women that doesn’t apply. Women may try something on in the store and while they know deep inside it’s not the right size or the right color or style, they may decide to buy it anyway.  I know – I know, but while we’re wired to be logical, they are wired to be illogical and try to pass it off as logical, and you know exactly what I’m talking about. 

Side note for all: I’m not saying men are right and women are wrong. What I AM saying is that we are wired from birth in different ways, and that there is no right or wrong here. But please know, men and women that this will never change. So don’t fight the difference; embrace it.

Men of my generation and older don't return things because we have this hitch in the gitalong in our brain that indicates returning merchandise is a sign of weakness. It’s a sign for the entire world to see that we couldn’t or wouldn't make the correct decision in the first place. 
This malady stems directly from the experience of our childhood; our mom made us try on too many pair of pants IN the store. This especially holds true when trying on gross dress pants and shirts and ties. As a kid we’re bound by what our mom’s tell us to do, so we would trudge to the changing room carrying 20 pairs of pants and 14 shirts but invariably we'd see a couple of kids from our school. We all knew what they were thinking; what a sissy. Just shoot us.
Besides all this emotional abuse of trying on clothes in the store – and this would be worth a government study – I believe research would prove that trying on pants one pair right after another with no rest period in the store actually leads to bad leg hair. Men will wind up years later with mis-aligned or missing and inconsistent leg hair growth. Careers have been ruined for less. You’ll also notice that 98 pound weaklings at the beach have no leg hair at all; a testament to the suffering they’ve been through.
Not only that, but in the old days, new jeans were excruciating to wear because they were so stiff. We couldn't move, couldn't bend, couldn’t’ sit. Plus they were so clean and ‘new’ looking. Just shoot us again. 
Don’t get me wrong; all men want to be noticed in public. But we just don’t want people to notice we’re wearing new jeans. There is something about new jeans that shouts to the world, “Yes, we’re wearing new jeans and I am here for you to ridicule me even though I don’t know exactly why.” 

Is it time for us to shed the sins of our fathers? Maybe we’ve got this all wrong! Maybe wearing new jeans is really a sign of virility and studliness and women swoon at new jeans and once revived we’ll be soul mates forever. 

As part of my ongoing research for the benefit of my fellow man, this afternoon I’m going to try to return some clothes to the store WHILE wearing new jeans. I’ll be wired to several temperature, blood pressure and heart rate monitors that will indicate stress levels and will alert my fellow researchers if I get close to imminent death. 

I’ll let you know when it’s safe to go back in the store.
